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• They see and hear consistent information about what to do 
frequently, in many forms, and from many sources

• They see others like themselves getting prepared

• They talk about preparedness with people they know

• They learn potential consequences, and how to avoid them

ShakeOut put these findings into practice

Research Basis for ShakeOut

Research by Dennis Mileti, Linda Bourque, and others:



Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drills

Annual multi-state, multi-country, 
all-sector preparedness events 
when millions of people practice

Many do much more!
Millions more see ShakeOut in news reports



ShakeOut History

• Began in Southern California in 2008
– Based on comprehensive “ShakeOut Scenario” created by USGS and 

many partners for a 7.8 magnitude earthquake
– Became the scenario for a state-led emergency management exercise
– ShakeOut drill created by Earthquake Country Alliance partners to 

involve families, schools, and organizations
– 5.4 million Southern California participants 

• More participants and additional states/countries each year
– 2009: 6.9 million statewide in California
– 2010: 8 million in California, Nevada, and Guam
– 2011: 12.1 million, 15 states/territories & British Columbia
– 2012: 19.4 million, 26 states/territories, 5 countries with official drills
– 2013: 24.9 million, 44 states/territories, several counties
– 2014: 33 million?, 51 states/territories, expansion worldwide



ShakeOut Goals

• Participation of millions of people
• Register at www.ShakeOut.org
• 2013: 9.6 million (CA), 24.9 million (all regions)

• Shift the culture about earthquakes & preparedness
• Get people talking with each other about preparedness
• Come together around a common vision for resiliency

• Significant increase in earthquake readiness at all levels
• Whole of Community: Family, community, school, business, government, 

and all others…
• Build Resilience: Our capacity to survive, stabilize, and recover quickly



• Is a one day earthquake drill that's not one day and not about a drill

• Seeks to transform the national conversation for preparedness from 
'something to do someday’ to 'of course we’re prepared!’

• Is still a work in progress, something we’re all creating!

• If they don’t know about it, they won’t do it! Don’t hold back from 
spreading the word.

• Is the model for “America’s PrepareAthon!”

• Will be fully included within annual totals of 
AP! participation

ShakeOut…



• 97% of survey respondents said they would 
participate every year

• 51% practiced other aspects of their plan

• 66% used drill planning resources on the 
ShakeOut.org website

• 80% tried to get others to participate

Survey of individual/family registrants



CA Organization Outcomes
(N=747)

Outcome %



CA District Outcomes (N=67)
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Encourage staff to prepare for 
disasters at home 

Train staff in EQ preparedness 

Hazardous materials limited/
eliminated/secured 

Secure tall/heavy funishing/
equipment 

Buildings meet current safety 
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CA School Outcomes (N=240)

Outcome %



CA Higher Ed Outcomes
(N=39)

Outcome %



Everyone can ShakeOut!



Everyone… Everywhere and Growing!

www.shakeout.org



www.shakeout.org/yukon



ShakeOut.jp



www.shakeout.govt.nz



grandesecousse.org



www.shakeout.org/espanol



www.shakeout.org/akdn
Country Participation

Afghanistan 32,336
Angola 215
Australia 447
Bangladesh 350
Burundi 95
Canada 22,919
India 96,470
Kenya 2,706
Kyrgyzstan 1,496
Madagascar 55
Mozambique 1,755
New Zealand 100
Pakistan 119,860
Portugal 906
South Africa 125
Switzerland 10
Tajikistan 4,306
Tanzania 4,999
USA 21,172

-
TOTAL 310,322



• North America
– Rocky Mountain: Split into CO, WY, MT
– New Mexico
– Texas?
– Expansion of Central US
– Florida added to SouthEast
– Yukon
– Quebec (expansion from 2013 Charlevoix)
– Ottawa (perhaps all Ontario)
– Baja California… other Mexico?

• Central / South America
– Costa Rica?
– Chile?

New ShakeOut Regions in 2014 

• Europe
– Italy (expansion from Southern 

Italy)
– Istanbul (initial participation)

• Asia
– Interest from:

• Bangladesh?
• Indonesia?
• China (Sichuan)?

• Africa
– Ghana (Schools, via EERI)



• Public and Private Partners
– Many people and organizations working together to promote 

and improve preparedness, mitigation, and resilience

• A Whole Community approach
– Customized information for over 20 categories of participants

• ShakeOut.org website 
– Online registration and listing of participants 
– Instructions for many types of organizations
– ShakeOut.org/espanol (also sites in French and Italian)

• ShakeOut Materials
– Multiple levels of manuals (simple to advanced) for Schools, 

Businesses, Organizations, and Government Agencies, flyers, 
posters, and much more

• Drill Broadcasts (audio and video narrated instructions)

• Radio, TV, and print promotion and PSAs

• Extensive traditional and social media coverage/interaction

Key ShakeOut Elements



• 2014 ShakeOut Day of Action: October 16 

• Use ShakeOut resources (flyers, posters, manuals) to educate YOUR 
employees and the public about earthquake preparedness and safety 

• Use ShakeOut more than just for earthquake preparedness: combine with 
YOUR fire or other drills, replenish supplies, etc.

• Encourage contacts with schools, universities, businesses, government 
agencies, and other large organizations or groups of people to register–
along with friends, family, neighbors, co-workers…

• Link to ShakeOut.org from YOUR website and use YOUR social media to 
highlight your drill plans (and follow @shakeout and 
facebook.com/greatshakeout)

• Have suggestions or questions?   Email info@shakeout.org

Participate and Encourage Others



• AWARENESS (ShakeOut is happening on 10/16)

• INSPIRATION (Call to action) 

• REGISTRATION  (Initial action and commitment)

• REGISTRANT/PARTICIPANT SUPPORT (Sustain interest and support plans)

• PARTICIPATION (Drill and related actions)

• COMPLETION (Evaluation, Sharing photos/videos, recognition, etc.)

• RENEWAL (Renew registration for following year)

ShakeOut Stages



• Expanded replication of California and other Region resources (for 
PIOs, Colleges, media; animations, videos, posters, etc.) for all regions

• Web-based access to managing your data, renewing participants

• Summer survey of 2013 participants

• National radio PSAs (Ryan Seacrest and Mario Lopez)

• Expanded promotion via America’s PrepareAthon

• Focus on public sector participation

• FedexOffice online ShakeOut printing service (discounted rates, free 
shipping)

• Promotion of QuakeSmart participation via Shakeout

• Much more

Coming Soon for 2014



AKDN 400K
Alaska:  100K & 120K (Oct) 
American Samoa  20K
Arizona 200K
Baja California      1 million
British Columbia   1 million
California   12.5 million
Central US 3.5 million
CNMI 20K
Colorado 200K
Guam 85K
Hawaii 100K
Idaho 150K
Italy 1 million
Japan 4.7 million
Montana 120K

ShakeOut 2014 Potential Registration

Global Total: 33 million  (+8.1)
Nevada 800K
New Mexico 80K
New Zealand               next in 2015
NorthEast 700K
Oregon 400K
Puerto Rico 900K
Quebec 150K
Southeast 2.3 million
Texas 200K
USVI 20K
Utah 836K
Washington 1.1 million
Wyoming 60K
Yukon 15K

Other: 200K



• Global Total: 250 million  (x10)
– North America: 70 million

• 21.5 million in 2013
• California: 25+ million?

– Central / South America: 50 million

– Europe: 10 million

– Africa: 17 million

– Asia: 100 million

– Oceana/Australia/New Zealand: 3 million

ShakeOut Participation by 2019… ?


